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Guidance notes  
    
Gambling Act 2005 – occasional use notices 
 
Updated March 2015 
 
 
Occasional use notice 

Where there is betting on a track on eight days or less in a calendar year, betting may 

be permitted by an occasional use notice (OUN) without the need for a full premises 

licence. 

 

The following information provides guidance in respect of OUNs, advice is also provided 

by the Gambling Commission. 

 

The meaning of 'track' covers not just horse race courses or dog tracks, but also any 

other premises on any part of which a race or other sporting event takes place. Land 

which has a number of uses, for example agricultural land upon which a point-to-point 

meeting takes place, can qualify for OUN provisions. The track need not be a 

permanent fixture. 

 

The intention is to permit licensed betting operators (with appropriate permission from 

the commission) to use tracks for short periods for conducting betting, where the event 

is of a temporary, infrequent nature. 

 

The OUN dispenses with the need for a betting premises licence for the track in these 

circumstances. 

 

OUNs may not be relied upon for more than eight days in a given calendar year. 

The giving of notice 
 

A notice must be served by a person who is responsible for the administration of events 

on the track or by an occupier of the track. 

 

The notice must be served on the licensing authority and copied to the chief officer of 

police for the area in which the track is located. The notice must specify the day on 

which it has effect. 
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Notices may be given in relation to consecutive days, so long as the overall limit of eight 

days is not exceeded in any calendar year. 

Chief officer of police 

A copy of the notice should be sent to: 

 

Devon and Cornwall Police Licensing Department 

Devon and Cornwall Police HQ 

Middlemoor 

Exeter 

Devon 

EX2 7HQ 

 

Telephone: 01392 452225 

Fax: 01392 452447 

Email: licensingeast@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

Determination 
 

Provided that the notice will not result in betting facilities being available for more that 

eight days in any calendar year, there is no provision for counter-notices (the police) or 

objections to be submitted. This means that the notice is deemed as satisfactory and 

the event can proceed. 

 

The licensing authority will acknowledge satisfactory receipt in the above situation. 

 

An event that does not meet the above criteria will be rejected and will be unable to 

proceed. 

Fees 
 

There is no fee for an occasional use notice. 

Notice period  

Whilst the Gambling Act 2005 does not require a minimum notice period to serve an 

OUN on the lcensing and police authorities, we would appreciate at least five working 

days before the planned event. 

Register 

Current notices and those previously given can be viewed on the public register. 
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