
Prepare timetable, notice and
other key documents

Publish Notice of Intention to
Commence plan-making: 4
months before Gateway 1

Gateway 1 Self-assessment.
30-month period begins

Gateway 3 Plan assessed for
compliance with regulations

Submit plan for examination

Full Councils to adopt plan

Publish plan, adoption
statement and policies map

Complete annual monitoring
report

April 2026

30 Oct 2026

30 June 2026

30 June - 11 Aug
2026

10 Feb - 24 Mar
2027

1 Sept 2027

2 Feb - 29 Mar
2028

31 July 2028

30 Sept 2028

by 30 April 2029

Examination:
Months 24  29

•  

•  

plan is assessed for
"soundness"

examination paused, as
needed, to do further

work

Adoption:
Months 30  31

Complete plan evaluation
report

Monitoring:
Years 1  4

Getting ready to start the
next local plan:

Year 4

Gateway 1

Prepare the new plan

Preparing the next local
plan:

Years 4  5

This cycle of local plan-making is complete

Getting ready:

•  

•  

•  

•  

project management
arrangements

gathering baseline
information and

evidence
continue land

availability work
consulting on plan

scope

Long-term preparation

1. Scoping consultation

Publish summary of scoping
consultation

2. Consultation on proposed
content and evidence,

publish summary

Preparing the plan:
Months 1  23

•  
•  

•  
•  

•  

shaping draft vision
drafting the plan and

policies
gathering evidence

working with
stakeholders

consulting on plan
content

Collate all elements of plan so
far

Gateway 2

Create full draft of plan

3. Consultation on proposed
plan, publish summary

Finalise the plan

Take part in examination
process

Complete getting ready tasks

20302033

2033

2033  2034




