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1.0 DOCUMENT CONTROL 

This SOP is subject to a 5 yearly review and periodic amendment as required 

Major changes will be issued as a new version with all minor amendments to that version annotated by 

a decimal point e.g. V2 will become V2.1, V2.2 etc. 

 

DATE Version # Review(R) 

Amendment(A) 

Description of changes 

05/07/2025 2.0 R Inclusion of Cold Work – New 
Version  

19/06/2026 2.1 A Inclusion of adoption date on front 
cover 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

The aim of this SOP is to set down the requirements for the preparation and conduct of hot and/or cold 

work within the Harbours Jurisdiction. 

A hot and /or cold work permit must be opened for all hot and/or cold work carried out in the Harbour 

area. 

The permit is authorised by the Harbour or Deputy Harbour Master to ensure that all hot work is 

carried out in a safe manner. 

2.1 HOT WORK 

Hot work means the use of open fires, flames and work involving the application of heat by means of 

tools or equipment. This includes the unintentional application of heat, for example by the use of power 

tools or hot rivets or hot particles from cutting or welding operations, falling onto and igniting flammable 

material or flammable vapours. https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/dis6.pdf 

Hot work permits are often more generally applied to any type of work which involves actual or 

potential sources of ignition, and which is done in an area where there may be a Mission statement 

risk of fire or explosion, or sparking portable electrical equipment which is likely to cause ignition. 

The permits should be used for any welding or flame cutting, the use of any tools which may produce 

sparks and the use of electrical equipment which is not intrinsically safe or of a suitably protected type. 

2.2 COLD WORK 

 

Cold work refers to any type of work that does not involve ignition sources or generate enough heat or 

sparks to ignite flammable substances. It contrasts with hot work, which includes welding, cutting, 

grinding, or any task involving flames or high temperatures. 

• Common Examples of Cold Work on a Ship: 

• Painting or coating 

• Mechanical repairs without cutting or grinding 

• Cleaning or scrubbing 

• Electrical maintenance (low voltage, no spark risk) 

• Pipeline or valve maintenance (non-invasive) 

• Manual handling and inspections 

• General housekeeping 

  

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/dis6.pdf
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3.0 HOT / COLD WORKS CARRIED OUT WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF ILFRACOMBE 

HARBOUR 

Where repair and/or maintenance work is being carried out on board a vessel or at premises within the 

Harbour it is good practice to follow standard hot/cold work procedures. 

As a responsible authority there is a duty of care to have procedures in place to create a safe 

environment for life and property. 

Permission for any hot and or cold work must therefore be sought before the intended work can start 

within the Harbour area by completing the request form giving details of the work to be undertaken. 

If the work is of a routine nature that is regularly carried out within premises where any hot or cold work 

is not going to affect vessels, goods or stores then permission may be given for a specified period 

rather than for each individual occasion. 

A completed hot or cold work request form should be sent to the Harbour Masters office by hand or 

email; harbourmaster@northdevon.gov.uk who will assess the application and ensure that it is 

satisfactory. 

A response either verbal or written from the Harbour Masters office is necessary before work can 

commence. 

 

A fire watch post hot or cold work inspection confirmation is to be completed 30 minutes after hot or 

cold Works are completed and the Harbour Masters office informed. 

It is expected that those in charge of the operation will carry out the necessary risk assessments and 

take all of the usual precautions. 

Any hot or cold work required to be undertaken within an Enclosed or Confined Space as defined by 

the HSE https://www.hse.gov.uk/confinedspace/legislation.htm or the Code of Safe Working Practices 

for Merchant Seamen Chapter 17 ‘Entering Enclosed or Confined Spaces’, shall provide this Office 

with a copy of the risk assessment and safe system of work or permit to work when submitting the 

request form. Failure to provide will result in permission being denied. 

 

 

  

mailto:harbourmaster@northdevon.gov.uk
https://www.hse.gov.uk/confinedspace/legislation.htm
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3.1 HOT WORK PERMIT 
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3.2 COLD WORK PERMIT  
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