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·IMPORTANT:- THIS COMMUNICATION AFFECTS YOUR PROPERTY 

(b) NORTH DEVON DISTRICT 	 Council 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT~ 1'7"fo 
-(as=an nded) 

Enforcement N otice(a) 
Breach of Planning Condition to which the 4 Year Rule applies 

(Operational Development or Preventing Change of Use to Single Dwellinghouse) 

(c) _ __7_ B_E_L_M_O_NT _AVE_NUE, . C_Q~S.~ . ~~~TI~, DEVq~ ----· · ·· ·· · ··· ···· · · · · · ······ · ····· · · · ······ · · .. ···· ··· ·········· 

WHEREAS: 
(l) It appears to the<bl North Devon District J7:< Council ("the Council"), 

being the local planning authority for the purposes of section B of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1950 ("the Act") in this matter, that there has been a breach of planning control 
within the period of 4 years before the date of issue of this notice on the land or premises ("the 
land") described in Schedule l below. 

(2) The breach of planning control which appears to have taken place consists in the failure 
to comply with the following condition(s) subject to which planning permission was granted 
on 24th June 19 86 for<dl for a residential development at 
.Builders Merchants Yard and adjoining land, King Street, 

[th:a:tJ [thoseJ conditions(s) appearing not to have been complied with in the respect(s) set out in 
Schedule 2 below: 
{e) 

(see attached sheet "A") 

(3) The Council consider it expedient, having regard to the provisions of the development 
plan and to all other material considerations, to issue this enforcement notice, in exercise of their 
powers contained in the said section ~ for the reasons set out in [the annex to] this notice.<n 

\I)..
12:\ 
~w 	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council require that the steps specified in Schedule 3 

below be taken [in order to remedy the breach] ((g) 

] 
within [the period of 28 [days) [mood-a~ from the date on which this notice takes 
effect] [tAi ~irie-.1 s~isifii8 iR re5f:leet ef eaek stef' in that Sehednle].<hl 

ns-~) 
THIS NOTICE SHALL TAKE EFFECT, subject to the provisions of section ~of the 
Act, on 2.SR \-~btl>l.'V'j 	 199"\ .Ul 

Issued \ G~k-:s-~"J .... 1991 . 

Council's address 	 (Signed). .... 

CIVIC CENTRE, I I'~(Designation). .. .. BARNSTAPLE, 
(The officer appointed for this purpose) DEVON. 

EX31 1EA 
CONTINUED OVERLEAF- P.T .0. 

SOTES TO THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY 
(a) This nor ice is appropria1e for breach of a planning condilion relating 10 ihe carrying out of opera1ions or prevenling a cha.nge of use of a building to a single: dwellinghousc. 
(b) lnsen the name of the Council i s~~;uing the notice. 
(c) 	 lnsen the address or a dcscriprion of the land to which the notice relates. 
(d) lnscn a dcscriprion of the development for which planning permission was granted. using the words of the grant of permi.'ision. 
(e) Set out (in full) only the condition(s) which it is Alleged has / have nor been complied with. 
(0 See paragraph 29 of DOE Circular JS/81 (Welsh Ofr.ce Circular 57181 ). 
(g) 	 Or . as the case may be, h3ving regard 10 section 87(7)(3) and (b) of the Act. Where steps arc required 10 be taken for more rhan one of the purposes provided for in seer ion 87, 

I he purpose for which e01ch step is required should be ~~; pccified in Schedule 3. Sreps may be required as alternative~~;. 
(h) If a. single period is 10 be specified by which all the required steps muu be taken, insert it here . But if a \erie"i of ~~;rep ."i is required to be taken , with a differen1 compliance 

pcrtod for each step, the appropriate period ~~;hould be clearly stated against each step (in columns if more ~~;uitable) in Schedule 3. 
Lil The date selected must be not les" than 28 days a fter all the copies of the nor ice have been served ("iee sect ion 87(5) of the Act). 

Cat. No. TCP 107 	 SHAW & SONS LTD., Shaway House, London SE26 SAE LLC 10067 



SCHEDULE 1 
Land or premises to which this notice relates 
(Address or ckscription) 

7 BELMONT AVENUE, COMBE MARTIN, DEVON ("the premises") 

shown edged [red][ ] on the attached plan.(kl 

SCHEDULE 2 
Alleged breach of planning control . 
Failure to comply with the condition(s) recited overleaf in that (I) 

Wooden boundary fences situated at the front of the premises have been 
erected without obtaining the consent of the Local Planning Authority. 

SCHEDULE 3 
Steps required to be taken.(m) 
(i) 

Remove the unauthorised boundary fences situated at the front 
of the property. 

(ii) 	 Clear up any debris from thepremises resulting from the removal 
of the boundary fences. 

NOTES TO lHE LOCAL PLANNING AUTI10RITY 
(k) 	 See paragraph 31 of DOE Circular 3~1 (Welsh Office Circular 57181). 
(I) 	 State how 1t IS alleged !.he .::ondition(s) has/have been breached. . . . 
(m) 	 SpeofY !.he actual steps to be taken with. if appropriate. !.he compliance penod tor ea~:h step. 1 he requ1remcn1S should 

be clear and predse. See atse notes (g) and (h) overleat: 



c 

JO 19'.Xl to Wridl refererce Sn.dd rDf be II8:E cn:1 in partirular Secl.im 1n to 179 Wrid1 pr.inmily l'E1Jla:es=~· EXTRACTS from the TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1971 (as ~mended) 
Power to Issue enfon:ement notice 
87.-(1) Where it appears to the local planning authority that there has been a breach of planning control after the end of 1963, then 
subject to the following provisions of this section, the authority, if they consider it expedient to do so having regard to the provisions 
of the development plan and to any other material considerations, may issue a notice requiring the breach to be remedied and serve 
copies of the notice in accordance with subsection (5) of this section. 

(2) A notice under this section is referred to in this Act as an "enforcement notice". 
(3) There is a breach of planning control

(a) 	if development has been carried out, whether before or after the commencement of this Act, without the grant of 
the planning permission required in that behalf in accordance with Part Ill of the Act of 1962 or Part Ill of this Act; or 

(b) if any conditions or limitations subject to which planning permission was granted have not been complied with . 
(4) An enforcement notice which relates to a breach of planning control consisting in

(a) the carrying out without planning permission of building, engineering, mining or other operations in, on, over or under 
land; or 

(b) the failure to comply with any condition or limitation which relates to the carrying out of such operations and subject 
to which planning permission was granted for the development of that land; or 

(c) the making without planning permission of a change of use of any building to use as a single dwelling-house; or 
(d) the failure to comply with a condition which prohibits or has the effect of preventing a change of use of a building to use 

as a single dwelling-house. 
may be issued only within the period of four years from the date of the breach. 

(5) A copy of an enforcement notice shall be served, not later than 28 days after the date of its issue and not later than 28 days 
before the date specified in the notice as the date on which it is to take effect

(a) on the owner and on the occupier of the land to which it relates; and 
(b) 	on any other person having an interest in that land, being an interest which in the opinion of the authority is materially 

affected by the notice. · 
(6) An enforcement notice shall specify the matters alleged to constitute a breach of planning control. 
(7) An enforcement notice shall also specify

(a) any steps which are required by the authority to be taken in order to remedy the breach; 
(b) any such steps as are referred to in subsection (10) of this section and are required by the authority to be taken. 

(8) An enforcement notice shall specify the period within which any such step as is mentioned in subsection (7) of this section is 
to be taken and may specify different periods for the taking of different steps. 

(9) In this section "steps to be taken in order to remedy the breach" means (according to the particular circumstances of the 
breach) steps for the purpose

(a) of restoring the land to its condition before the development took place; or 
(b) of securing compliance with the conditions or limitations subject to which planning permission was granted, 
including

(i) the demolition or alteration of any buildings or works; 
(ii) 	 the discontinuance of any use of land; and 

(lii) the carrying out on land of any building or other operations. 
(10) The steps mentioned in subsection (7)(b) of this section are steps for the purpose

(a) 	of making the development comply with the terms of any planning permission which has been granted in respect of th<" 
land; or 

(b) of removing or alleviating. any injury to amenity which has been caused by the development. 
(11) Where the matters which an enforcement notice alleges to constitute a breach of planning control include development which 

has involved the making of a deposit of refuse or waste materials on land, the notice may require that the contour of the deposit shall 
be modified by altering the gradient or gradients of its sides in such manner as may be specified in the notice. 

(12) The Secretary of State may by regulations direct-	 . 
(a) that enforcement notices shall specify matters additional to those which they are required to specify by this section; and 
(b) that every copy of an enforcement notice served under this section shall be accompanied by an explanatory note giving such 

information as may be specified in the regulations with regard to the right of appeal conferred by section 88 of this Act. 
(13) SubjeCt to section 88 of this Act, ;m enforcement notice shall take effect on a date specified in it. 
(14) The local planning authority may withdraw an enforcement notice (without prejudice to their power to issue another) at any 

time before it takes effect. 
(15) If they do so, they shall forthwith give notice of the withdrawal to every person who was served with a copy of the notice. 
(16) Where

(a) 	an enforcement notice has been issued in respect of development consisting of the erection of a building or the carrying 
out of works without the grant of planning permission; and 

(b) the notice has required the taking of steps for a purpose mentioned in subsection (IO)(b) of this section; and 
(c) the steps have been taken, 

for the purposes of this Act planning permission for the retention of the building or works as they are as a result of compliance with 
the notice shall be deemed to have been granted on an application for such permission made to the local planning authority. 

Appeal against enforcement notice 
88.-(1) A person having an interest in the land to which an enforcement notice relates may, at any time before the date specified 

in the notice as the date on which it is to take effect, appeal to Jhe Secretary of State against the notice, whether or not a copy of it has 
been served on him. ."·' 

(2) 	An appeal may be brought on any or'the following grounds- ···: · 
(a) that planning permission ought to be granted for the development to which the notice relates or, as the case may be, that 

a condition or limitation alleged in the enforcement notice not to have been complied with ought to be discharged; 
(b) that the matters alleged in the notice do not constitute a breach of planning control; 
(c) that the breach of planning control alleged in the notice has not taken place; 
(d) 	in the case of a notice which, by virtue of section 87(4) of this Act, may be issued within the period of four years from the 

date of the breach of planning control to which the notice relates. that that period had elapsed at the date when the 
notice was issued; 

(e) 	 in the case of a notice not falling within paragraph (d) of this subsection, that the breach of planning control alleged by 
the notice occurred before the beginning of 1964; 

(f) that copies of the enforcement notice were not served as required by section 87(5) of this Act; 
(K) 	 that the steps required by the notice to be taken exceed what is necessary to remedy any breach of planning control 

or to achieve a purpose specified in section 87( I 0) of this Act; 
(h) that the period specified in the notice as the period within which any step is to be taken falls short of what should reason

ably be allowed. 
(3) An appeal under this section shall be made by notice in writing to the Secretary of State. 
(4) A person who gives notice under subsection (3) of this section shall submit to the Secretary of State, either when giving the 

notice or within such time as may be prescribed by regulations under subsection (5) of this section•, a statement in writing
(a) specifying the grounds on which he is appealing against the enforcement notice; and 
(b) giving such further information as the regulations may prescribe. 

(5) The Secretary of State may by regulations prescribe the procedure which is to be followed on appeals under this section, and 
in particular, but without prejudice to the generality of this subsection

• (a) may prescribe the time within which an appellant is to submit a statement under subsection (4) of this section and the 
matters on which information is to be given in such a statement; 

*NOTE: The Secretary of State has specified that such a statement must be submitted to him either when the appellant is giving 
notice of appeal, or within 28 days from the date on which the Secretary of State sends the appellant a notice requiring 
such a statement to be submitted. 



(b) may require the local planning authority to submit. within such time 	as may be prescribed , a statement indicating the 
submissions which they propose to put forward on the appeal ; 

(c) 	may specify the matter~ to be inducted in such a ~tatement; 
(d) 	may require the authority or the appellant to give such notice of appeal under thi'> ~ection as may be prescribed, being 

notice whtch m the opmton ot the Secretary ot State ts likely to brmg the appeal to the attention or persons in the 
locality in which the land to which the enforcement notice relates is situated; 

(e) 	 may require the authority to send to the Secretary of State, within; such period from the date of the bringing of the 
appeal as may be prescribed, a copy of the enforcement notice and a list of the persons served with copies of it. 

(6} The Secretary of State
(a) 	may dismiss an appeal if the appellant fails to comply with subsection (4) of this section within the time prescribed by 

regulations under subsection (5) ; and 
(b) 	may allow an appeal and quash thccnfon:cment.noti<:e ifthc lm:al planning authority fail to compl y with any requirement of 

regulations made by virtue of paragraph (b). (c) or (e) of subsection (5) of this section within the period prescribed by the 
regulations. 

(7) Subject to subsection (8) bele". the Secretary of State shall , if either the appellant or the local planning authority so desire, 
afford to each of them an opportunity of appearing before. and being heard by, a person appointed by the Secretary of State for the 
purpose. _____ 

(8) The Secretary of State shall not be required to afford '>UCh an opportunit y if he proposes to dismiss an appeal under para
graph (a) of subsection (6) of thi\ \ection or to allow an appeal and 4ua'h thl' enforcement notice under paragraph (h) of that subsection. 

(9) 	lf 
(a) 	a statement under sub~ection (4) of this section '>pecifies more than one ground on which the appellant is appealling 

against an enforcement notice; hut 
(b) the appellant does not give information required under paragraph (h) of that subsection to each of the specified 

grounds within the time prescribed by regulations under subsect ion (5) of this section, 
the Secretary of State may determine the appeal without considering any of the speci fied grounds as to which the appellant has failed 
to give such information within that time. 

(10) Where an appeal is brought under this section, the enfon:ement notke shall be of no effect pending the final determination 
or the withdrawal of the appea l. · 

(11) Schedule 9 to this Act applies to appeals under this section . inducting appeals under this section as applied by regulations 
under any other provision of this Act. 

88A.-( I) On the determination of an appeal under ~ection !!!! of thi\ Act. the Secretary of State shall give directions for giving 
effect to the determination, inducting , where appropriate, directions for quashing the enforcement notice or for varying its terms. 

(2) On such an appeal the Secreta-ry of State may correct any informality, defect or error in the enforcement notice, or give 
directions for varying 11~ terms, if he i' 'atisfied that the correction or variation can be made without injustice to the appellant or to 
the local planning authority. 

(3) Where it would otherwise be a ground for determining such an appeal in favour of the appellant that a person required to be 
served with a copy of the enforcement notice was not served, the Secretary of State may disregard that fact if neither the appellant nor 
that person has been substantially prejudiced by the failurr to serve him . 

888.-( I) On the determination of an appealtuH.kr 'e..-tion !!K of thi' A..:t . the Sccrctarv of State mav
(a) grant planning permission for the development to whi<:h the enforcement noti~e relates or for part of that development or 

for the development of part of the land to which the enforcement notice relates; 

(,7) discharge any condition or limitation subject to which planning permission was granted; 

(c) determine any purpose for which the land may, 	in the circumstances obtaining at the time of the determination, be 

lawfully used having regard to any past use of it and to any planning permission relating to it. 
(2) In considering whether to grant planning permission under subsection (I) of this section, the Secretary of State shall have 

regard to the provisions of the development plan, so far as material to the subject matter of the enforcement notice, and to any other 
material considerations; and any planning permission granted by him under that subsection may

(a) include permission to retain or complete any buildings or works on the land, or to do so without complying with some 
condition attached to a previous planning permission; 

(b) be granted subject to such conditions as the Secretary of State thinks fit; 
and where under that subsection he discharges a conditio~ or limitation, he may substitute another condition or limitation for it, 
whether more or less onerous . 

(3) Where an appeal against an enforcement notice is brought under section 88 of this Act, the appellant shall be deemed to have 
made an application for planning permission for the development to which the notice relates and, in relation to any exercise by the 
Secretary of State of his powers under subsection (I) of this section

(a) any planning permission granted under that subsection shall be treated as granted on that application; 
(b) 	in relation to a grant of planning permission or a determination under that subsection, the Secretary of State's decision 

shall be final; and 
(c) for the purposes of section 34 of this Act, the decision shall be treated as having been given by the Secretary of State in 

dealing with an application for planning permission made to the local planning authority. 
(4) On an appeal under section 88 of this Act against an enforcement notice relating to anything done in contravention of a 

condition to which section 71 of this Act applies, the Secretary of State shall not be required to entertain the appeal in so far as the 
appellant claims that planning permission free from that condition ought to be granted. · 
Penalties for non-compliance with enforcement notice 

89.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where a copy of an enforcement notice has been served on the person who, at the 
time when the copy was served on him, was the owner of the land to which the notice relates, then, if any steps required by the notice to 
be taken (other than the discontinuance of a use of land) have not been taken within the period allowed for compliance with the notice, 
that person shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £2.000 or on conviction on indictment to a fine. 

(2) If a person against whom proceedings are brought under subsection (I) of this section has , at some time before the end of the 
period allowed for compliance with the notice, ceased to be the owner of the land, he shall, upon information duly laid by him , and 
on giving to the prosecution not less than three clear days' notice of his intention, be entitled to have the person who then became the 
owner of the land (in this section referred to as "the subsequent owner") brought before the court in the proceedings. 

(3) If, after it has been proved that any steps required by the enforcement notice have not been taken within the period allowed 
for compliance with the notice, the original defendant proves that the failure to take those steps were attributable, in whole or in part, 
to the default of the subsequent owner

(a) the subsequent owner may be convicted of the offence; and 
(b) the original defendant, if he further proves that he took all reasonable steps to secure compliance with the enforcement 

notice, shall be acquitted of the offence. 
(4) If, after a person has been coovicted under the preceding provisons of this section, he does not as soon as practicable do 

everything in his power to secure compliance with the enforcellll:IlLnotice, he shall be guilty of a further offence and liable
(a) 	on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £200 for each day following his first conviction on which any of the 

requirements of the enforcement notice (other than the discontinuance of the use of land) remain unfulfilled; or 
(b) on conviction on indictment to a fine . 

(5) Where, by virtue of an enforcement notice, a use of land is required to be discontinued, or any conditions or limitations are 
required to be complied with in respect of a use of land or in respect of the carrying out of operations thereon, then if any person uses 
the land or causes or permits it to be used, or carries out those operations or causes or permits them to be carried out, in contravention 
of the notice, he shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeing£2,000, or on conviction 
on indictment to a fine; and if the.J~&..is continued after the conviction he shall be guilty of a further offence and liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £200 for each day on which the use is so continued, or on conviction on indictment to a fine. 

(6) Any reference to this section to the period allowed for compliance with an enforcement notice is a reference to the period 
~pecified in the notice for compliance therewith of such extended period as the local planning authority may allow for compliance 
with the notice. 

Note.-Atlention is also directed to section 91 relating to the execution and costs of works required by enforcement notice, section 110 
which contains supplementary provisions as to appeals to the Secretary of State and section 243 relating to the validity of 
Enforcement Notices. 



SHEET "A" 

NORTH DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

ENFORCEMENT NOTICE 

DATE OF ISSUE \6 rl ::s-01\.\}(nj \C\C\ I 
Attachment to Enforcement Notice re 7 Belmont Avenue, Combe Martin, Devon 

(2) 

4. Other than where agreed under the requirements of condition 3(d), no walls, 
fences or other means of enclosure shall be erected other than with the prior 
consent of the Local Planning Authority in writing. 

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 3 of the Town and Country 
Planning General Development Order 1972, no development of the types described 
in Class I and II of Schedule I of the Order including extensions and the 
erection, or stationing of huts, fences or other structures, shall be carried 
out on the site, other than hereby permitted, unless the express permission of 

~ the Local Planning Authority has been obtained. 

Civic Centre, 

BARNSTAPLE, 

Devon. 

EX31 1EA 


1 
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--------~ 
North Devon District Council 
Civic Centre, Barnstaple, Devon EX31 1EA 

J. H. Martin Dip.T.P. M.R.T.P.I., Director of Planning. 

ENFORCEMENT NOTICE (PLANNING). 
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·: 

7 

Unauthorised Bounda-ry Fence, 


51 Belmont Avenue, Combe MartinJa 


Reproduced from· the Ordnance Survey Maps Crown Copyright Reserved. 

O.S. Plan No: ss. 5746, 5846, 5747, & 5847. 

Drawn: S.M1- IScale: 1/1250 . f Date: October 1990 



c 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

NORTH DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 

ANNEXE TO AN ENFORCEMENT NOTICE DATED \ b~~(}/\~ 1991 

On the 24th June 1986 planning permission was granted for a proposed 
residential development of Builders Merchants Yard and adjoining 
land, King Street, later called Belmont Avenue. This was subject 
to minor revision in a subsequent planning permission dated 20th May 
1988 which made no alteration to the conditions affecting 7 Belmont 
Avenue, Combe Martin ("the premises"). 

On the 18th September 1989 information was received by the Local 
Planning Authority that fences had been recently erected on the 
premises which were in breach of conditions 4 and 5 of the 1986 
planning permission. 

Correspondence was entered into with Mrs. Dennison, the owner of the 
property, following a site visit by an Enforcement Officer on 
28th September 1989. Mrs. Dennison was advised that in the 
Council's opinion planning permission was required for the erection 
of the fences. 

On 23rd November 1989 planning application 11114 was submitted for 
the proposed retention of the fences. This was refused by the 
Planning (Development Control) Committee on 3rd January 1990 and 
instructions were given to the Solicitor to commence enforcement 
action. 

Following an appeal against refusal of planning permission on the 
7th August 1990 it was decided by the Department of the Environment 
on the basis of written representations that the rear fences were 
entitled to planning permission. However, the front fences were 
unacceptable. 

Further correspondence followed to see if a compromise relating to 
the ~ fences could be reached between Mrs. Dennison and the 
Council. No agreement was reached. 

For the reasons outlined above the North Devon District Council 
consider it expedient to issue this Enforcement Notice. 

RF/ANNX/M 





