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Content of this presentation 
 

 
• Background to this study and key definitions 
• Overview of Seascape Character  
• The Seascape Character classification  
• How to use the Seascape Character Area profiles 
• Understanding the visual resource provided by the North Devon and 

Exmoor seascapes  
 



Background to the study 

• LUC commissioned by a partnership comprising the National 
Trust, North Devon AONB, North Devon Council, Torridge District 
Council, Exmoor NPA and Natural England (June-Nov 2015) 

 
• Study area stretches from Marsland Mouth on the Cornish 

border to the Exmoor NP boundary at Minehead (approx 90 
miles).  Includes the Taw/Torridge Estuary 
 

• Also extends offshore to the national marine planning limits 
(12 nautical miles), including Lundy Island 
 
 
 
 

 





Aim and objectives of the North Devon & Exmoor 
Seascape Character Assessment 

Overall aim to provide a spatial framework, description and analysis 
of Seascape Character Areas and Seascape Character Types to: 
 

• Assist in spatial planning – development at sea and along the 
coast (including renewables) 

• Feed into the SW marine planning process which will take 
place within the next 5 years 

• Help define the ‘special qualities’ of the coast and seascape 

• Provide evidence for future AONB, National Park and National 
Trust management plans 

• Support and link to published Landscape Character 
Assessments 

 

 

 
 
 

 



What is ‘Seascape’?   

The UK Marine Policy Statement (2011) recommends that: 
 
“…references to seascape should be taken as meaning 
landscapes with views of the coast or seas, and coasts and the 
adjacent marine environment with cultural, historical and 
archaeological links with each other” 
 
Natural England has taken the above definition in the context of 
seascape ‘character’ (in line with the European Landscape Convention 
definition for ‘landscape’): 
 
“An area of sea, coastline and land, as perceived by people, 
whose character results from the actions and interactions of 
land with sea, by natural and/or human factors”.  



 

 

 

What is ‘Seascape’? 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspects that can influence character include: 

• Geological bedrock and shifting sediments 

• Changing weather patterns, tides and coastal processes 

• Ecology – flora and fauna (e.g. sea bird colonies) 

• Activities – past (e.g. wars, overseas trade) and present (e.g. 
fishing, transportation, recreation)  

• Views to and from the sea and coast 

• Experiences and associations (e.g. notorious wrecking sites) 



The seascapes ‘wheel’ (Natural England, 2012) 



Consistent with best practice 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Overview of seascape character 













The Seascape Character Classification 
 
• Seascape Character Areas 
• Seascape Character Types 
• Link with Landscape Character Assessments 



Definition of Seascape Character Areas (SCAs) and 
Seascape Character Types (SCTs) 

Seascape Character Areas (SCAs) 
 
Single areas of seascape, each with its own unique character and 
identity. 
 
27 SCAs have been identified for this study 
 
Seascape Character Types (SCTs) 
 
Distinct types of seascape that are relatively homogenous in character.    
They may occur in more than one Seascape Character Area. 
 
27 SCTs have been identified for this study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Compatible with existing Landscape Character Assessments 















COMPLETE LIST OF CHARACTER TYPES FOUND IN THE STUDY AREA 

COASTAL/INTERTIDAL CHARACTER TYPES  

(FOUND IN BOTH LANDSCAPE & SEASCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS)  

North Devon and Torridge 

2C: Steep Open Slopes 4A: Estuaries 

4B: Marine Levels & Coastal Plains 4C: Coastal Slopes and Combes with Settlement 

4E: Extensive Inter-Tidal Sands 4F: Dunes 

4H: Cliffs 5B: Coastal Undulating Farmland 

5C: Downland 6: Offshore Islands 

7: Main Cities and Towns   

Exmoor National Park 

A: High Coastal Heaths E: Farmed and Settled Vale 

B: High Wooded Coasts, Combes and Cleaves F: Enclosed Farmed Hills with Commons 

C: Low Farmed Coast and Marsh   

NEW COASTAL/INTERTIDAL SEASCAPE CHARACTER TYPES (IDENTIFIED BY THIS STUDY) 

4I: Rocky Foreshores 4L: Exposed Sandy Bays 

4M: Sheltered Rocky and Sandy Bays 4N: Exposed Coastal Waters 

4O: High Energy Coastal Waters 4P: Moderate Energy Coastal Waters 

4Q: Sheltered Coastal Waters   

NEW MARINE SEASCAPE CHARACTER TYPES (IDENTIFIED BY THIS STUDY) 

8A: Rocky Open Waters with Reefs 8B: Coarse Open Waters 

8C: Shallow Inshore Bays 8D: Offshore Tidal Channels 



How to use the Seascape Character Area profiles 
 



Seascape Character Area profiles (intro page) 

Map showing SCA location and 
component SCTs  

List of component SCTs (also allowing 
reference to Landscape Character 
Assessment information)  
 
Summary snapshot of overall character 

Representative photographs of 
the SCA 



Seascape Character Area profiles (key characteristics) 

Help to understand what is ‘key’ to 
seascape character 

Use of 3 sub-headings for ease of reference and 
comparison between profiles: 
 
- Natural/physical influences 
- Cultural and social influences (past and present) 
- Perceptual and aesthetic influences  



Seascape Character Area profiles (special qualities and key 
seascape sensitivities) 

Key information to assist in 
development management and the 

design of proposals:  
 

These are the aspects/features of 
fundamental importance to seascape 

character and therefore sensitive to change. 
 

These also reflect what local people feel is 
particularly important – information gauged 

through consultation 



Seascape Character Area profiles (forces for change affecting 
seascape character and condition)  

An understanding of forces for change 
to guide management and planning 
response to help conserve and enhance 
seascape character.  Organised under 
headings to allow ease of reference and 
comparison: 

- Coastal land/marine resource 
management 

- Aquaculture and fishing 

- Access, recreation and tourism 

- Other development pressures/impacts 

- Natural processes and climate change  



Seascape Character Area profiles (land with views of the SCA)  

These maps give a general indication 
of land with views into the Seascape 
Character Area. 

Note these are based on a bare ground model and 
it is important that the limitations for their use 
are understood (see Chapter 3 of the report) 



Understanding the visual resource provided by the North 
Devon and Exmoor Seascapes 
 
- Land with views to the study area 
- Sea surface visibility 
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