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Annex G

Conditions relating to the prevention of public nuisance

It should be noted that provisions of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Noise Act
1996 provide some protection to the general public from the effects of noise nuisance. In
addition, the provisions in Part 8 of the Licensing Act 2003 enable a senior police officer to
close down instantly for up to 24 hours licensed premises and premises carrying on temporary
permitted activities that are causing nuisance resulting from noise emanating from the premises.
These matters should be considered before deciding whether or not conditions are necessary for
the prevention of public nuisance.

General

When applicants for premises licences or club premises certificates are preparing their operating
schedules or club operating schedules, responsible authorities are considering such applications and
licensing authorities are considering applications following the receipt of relevant representations from
a responsible authority or interested party, the following options should be considered as measures that,

if necessary, would promote the prevention of public nuisance.

Whether or not any risk assessment shows them to be necessary in the individual circumstances of any
premises will depend on a range of factors including the nature and style of the venue, the activities
being conducted there, the location of the premises and the anticipated clientele of the business involved.

Necessary conditions for licences and certificates will also depend on local knowledge of the premises.

Hours

The hours during which the premises are permitted to be open to the public or to members and their
guests can be restricted (other than where they are protected by the transitional provisions of the
Licensing Act 2003) by the conditions of a premises licence or a club premises certificate for the
prevention of public nuisance. But this must be balanced by the potential impact on disorder which

results from artificially early fixed closing times.

Restrictions could be necessary on the times when certain licensable activities take place even though
the premises may be open to the public at such times. For example, the playing of recorded music after
a certain time might be prohibited, even though other licensable activities are permitted to continue.

Restrictions might be necessary on the parts of premises that might be used for certain licensable
activities at certain times. For example, while the provision of regulated entertainment might be
permitted while the premises is open to the public or members and their guests, regulated
entertainment might not be permitted in garden areas of the premises after a certain time.
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Noise and vibration
In certain premises where existing legislation does not provide adequately for the prevention of public
nuisance, consideration might be given to conditions that ensure that:

* noise or vibration does not emanate from the premises so as to cause a nuisance to nearby
properties. This might be achieved by a simple requirement to keep doors and windows at the

premises closed, or to use noise limiters on amplification equipment used at the premises;

e prominent, clear and legible notices are displayed at all exits requesting the public to respect the
needs of local residents and to leave the premises and the area quietly;

* the use of explosives, pyrotechnics and fireworks of a similar nature which could cause disturbance

in surrounding areas are restricted; and

* the placing of refuse — such as bottles — into receptacles outside the premises takes place at times

that will minimise the disturbance to nearby properties.

Noxious smells
In certain premises where existing legislation does not provide adequately for the prevention of public
nuisance, consideration might be given to conditions that ensure that:

* noxious smells from licensed premises are not permitted so as to cause a nuisance to nearby

properties and the premises are properly vented.

Light pollution

In certain premises where existing legislation does not provide adequately for the prevention of public

nuisance, consideration might be given to conditions that ensure that:

* flashing or particularly bright lights on or outside licensed premises do not cause a nuisance to
nearby properties. Any such condition needs to be balanced against the benefits to the prevention of
crime and disorder of bright lighting in certain places.



