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Annex F

Theatres, cinemas, concert halls and similar places (promotion of public safety)

In addition to the points made in Annex E, there are particular matters in the context of public safety
and fire safety which should be considered in connection with theatres and cinemas. The principle
remains that conditions must be necessary and should be established through risk assessment and
standardised conditions should be avoided. The points which follow are for consideration and do not

represent a mandatory list.

Premises used for closely seated audiences
Attendants

(a) The number of attendants on each floor in a closely seated auditorium should be as set out on the
table below:

Number of members of the audience present Minimum number of attendants required
on a floor to be present on that floor
1-100 One
101 - 250 Two
251 -500 Three
501 -750 Four
751 -1000 Five
And one additional attendant for each additional 250 persons (or part thereof)

(b) Attendants shall not be engaged in any duties that would hinder the prompt discharge of their
duties in the event of an emergency or entail their absence from that floor or auditorium where
they are on duty.

(c) Any attendant shall be readily identifiable to the audience (but this need not entail the wearing of a

uniform).

(d) The premises shall not be used for a closely seated audience except in accordance with seating
plan(s), a copy of which is available at the premises and shall be shown to any authorised person on
request.

(e) No article shall be attached to the back of any seat which would reduce the clear width of seatways

or cause a tripping hazard or obstruction.

(f) A copy of any certificate relating to the design, construction and loading of any temporary seating

shall be kept available at the premises and shall be shown to any authorised person on request.
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Standing and sitting in gangways etc.
(a) Sitting on floors shall not be permitted except where authorised in the premises licence or club

premises certificate.

(b) Waiting or standing shall not be permitted except in areas designated in the premises licence or
club premises certificate.

(c) In no circumstances shall anyone be permitted to-
(1) sitin any gangway;
(i) stand or sit in front of any exit; or

(iil) stand or sit on any staircase including any landings.

Drinks

Except as authorised by the premises licence or club premises certificate, no drinks shall be sold to or

be consumed by a closely seated audience except in plastic and paper containers.

Balcony Fronts

Clothing or other objects shall not be placed over balcony rails or upon balcony fronts.

Special effects

Any special effects or mechanical installation should be arranged and stored so as to minimise any risk
to the safety of the audience, the performers and staft.

Specials effects include:

* dry ice machines and cryogenic fog;

* smoke machines and fog generators;

* pyrotechnics, including fireworks;

e real flame;

¢ firearms;

* motor vehicles;

* strobe lighting;

* lasers (see HSE Guide The Radiation Safety of lasers used for display purposes [HS(G)957] and BS
EN 60825: Safety of laser products);

* explosives and highly flammable substances.

In certain circumstances, it may be necessary to require that certain special effects are only used with
the prior notification of the licensing authority or [inspection by fire authority.

Scenery

Any scenery should be maintained flame-retardant.
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Safety curtain

Where a safety curtain is provided, it should be arranged so as to protect the audience from the effects

of a fire or smoke on stage for sufficient time to enable the safe evacuation of the auditorium.

Where a stage with a proscenium arch is not equipped with a safety curtain, any curtains provided
between the stage and the auditorium should be heavyweight and be made of non-combustible material
or inherently or durably treated flame-retardant fabric.

Ceilings

All ceilings in those parts of the premises to which the audience are admitted should be inspected by a
suitably qualified person who will decide when a further inspection would be necessary and a certificate
concerning the condition of the ceilings forwarded to the licensing authority.

Seating

Where the potential audience exceeds 250 all seats in the auditorium should, except in boxes
accommodating not more than 8 persons, be either securely fixed to the floor or battened together in

lengths of not fewer than four or more than twelve.

Premises used for film exhibitions
Attendants — premises without a staff alerting system

Where the premises are not equipped with a staff alerting system the number of attendants present

should be as set out in the table below:

Number of members of the audience Minimum number of attendants
present on the premises required to be on duty
1-250 Two

And one additional attendant for each additional 250 members of the audience present (or part thereof)

Where there are more than 150 members of At least one attendant shall be present in any
an audience in any auditorium or on any floor auditorium or on any floor
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Attendants — premises with a staff alerting system

(a) Where premises are equipped with a staff alerting system the number of attendants present should
be as set out in the table below:

Minimum number of other staff
Number of members of the on the premises who are
audience present on the Minimum number of attendants | available to assist in the event
premises required to be on duty of an emergency
1-500 Two One
501 - 1000 Three Two
1001 - 1500 Four Four
1501 or more Five plus one for every 500 Five plus one for every 500
(or part thereof) persons (or part thereof) persons
over 2000 on the premises over 2000 on the premises

b) Staff shall not be considered as being available to assist in the event of an emergency if they are:
g gency Yy
(1) the holder of the premises licence or the manager on duty at the premises; or

(i1) a member of staft whose normal duties or responsibilities are likely to significantly affect or

delay his response in an emergency situation; or
(iii) a member of staft whose usual location when on duty is more than 60 metres from the location

to which he is required to go on being alerted to an emergency situation.

(c) Attendants shall as far as reasonably practicable be evenly distributed throughout all parts of the
premises to which the public have access and keep under observation all parts of the premises to

which the audience have access.

(d) The staff alerting system shall be maintained in working order.

Minimum lighting

The level of lighting in the auditorium should be as great as possible consistent with the effective
presentation of the film; and the level of illumination maintained in the auditorium during the showing
of films would normally be regarded as satisfactory if it complies with the standards specified in BS CP
1007 (Maintained Lighting for Cinemas).

Flammable films

No flammable films should be allowed on the premises without the prior notification of the licensing
authority/fire authority.



